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(2015 

edition) 
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21 30 3 Learning 

Activity 5 

Source 1 

Vice-Premier Li Keqiang 

of the State Council 

attended the University of 

Hong Kong (HKU) 

Centenary Ceremony in 

August 2011.  

Source 1 

The then Vice-Premier Li 

Keqiang of the State 

Council attended the 

University of Hong Kong 

(HKU) Centenary 

Ceremony in August 2011. 

Source 1 

About 300 journalists, 

journalism students and 

other people initiated a 

protest, stating that the 

related arrangements 

violated the freedom of the 

press.  

 

Source 1 

For Li Keqiang’s visit to 

Hong Kong, the police set 

up a press area far away 

from the target 

interviewees. About 300 

journalists, journalism 

students and other people 

initiated a protest, stating 

that the related 

arrangements violated the 

freedom of the press.  

31 3 Learning 

Activity 5 

Source 2 

However, a group from 

Scholarism suddenly broke 

through the barrier, 

occupying a 3rd traffic 

lane and had a standoff 

with the police there. 

Finally, the police opened 

the 3rd lane in order to 

allow the large number of 

participants to get through. 

Source 2 

However, some protesters 

suddenly crossed the 2 

traffic lanes originally 

reserved for procession by 

the police. They occupied 

the 3rd lane and had a 

standoff with the police 

there. Finally, the police 

opened the 3rd lane for 

procession. 

33 3 Learning 

Activity 5 

(3) When the police hurt 

someone illegally during 

an investigation, the 

person being investigated 

should: 

A. Write the truth on social 

networking websites and 

express their emotions 

freely. 

B. Complain to the 

Independent Police 

Complaints Council. 

C. Sue the police officers 

involved. 

 

(3) When people discover 

that government officials 

do not follow the 

procedures, they should: 

A. Write the truth on social 

networking websites and 

express their emotions 

freely. 

B. Complain to the Office 

of the Ombudsman. 

C. Sue the government 

officials involved. 
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35 3 Learning 

Activity 5 

Summarise the above 

questions, what should we 

do to maintain the rule of 

law? Discuss in groups. 

[Analyse] [Problem 

Solving] 

Summarise the above 

questions, how can we 

safeguard our rights 

without violating our civil 

responsibilities, in order to 

to maintain the rule of law? 

[Analyse] [Problem 

Solving] 

35 3 More 

Information 

Legal aid will be granted if 

an applicant is able to 

satisfy the statutory criteria 

as to the financial 

eligibility and the merits of 

taking or defending the 

legal proceedings. 

Legal aid will be granted if 

an applicant is able to 

satisfy the statutory criteria 

as to the financial 

eligibility, and the merits of 

taking or defending the 

legal proceedings and it is 

reasonable to grant legal 

aid. 

38 3 Challenge Interpretation of the 

Basic Law and judicial 

independence 

The 5 interpretations of 

the Basic Law by the 

NPCSC 

The Basic Law vests 

HKSAR independent 

judicial power and the 

power of final 

adjudication. However, the 

power of interpretation of 

the Basic Law shall be 

vested in the Standing 

Committee of the National 

People’s Congress 

(NPCSC).  

According to Article 2 of 

the Basic Law, the National 

People’s Congress 

authorises the HKSAR to 

enjoy independent judicial 

power and the power of 

final adjudication. 

According to Article 158 of 

the Basic Law, the power of 

interpretation of the Basic 

Law is vested in the 

Standing Committee of the 

National People’s Congress 

(NPCSC). The Court of 

Final Appeal of the 

HKSAR has repeatedly 

pointed out that the power 

of the NPCSC to interpret 

the Basic Law originates 

from the Constitution and 

the Basic Law.  

Since the handover to the 

end of 2013, the NPCSC 

has interpreted the Basic 

Law 4 times. 

Since the handover to the 

end of 2019, the NPCSC 

has interpreted the Basic 

Law 5 times. 

The 4 interpretations of 

the Basic Law by the 

NPCSC 

 

The 4 interpretations of 

the Basic Law by the 

NPCSC 

Additional content in the 

table (P.39) 

5 

November 2016 
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In October 2016, Sixtus 

Leung Chung Hang and 

Yau Wai Ching failed to 

take the oath in full 

accordance with the words 

of the oath prescribed by 

the Oaths and Declarations 

Ordinance when taking the 

Legislative Council Oath. 

As a result, Andrew Leung 

Kwan Yuen, the President 

of the Legislative Council, 

ruled the oath-taking of 

Leung and Yau invalid, but 

allowing them to take the 

oath again. The government 

then lodged a judicial 

review to the High Court 

about the decision of the 

President of the Legislative 

Council to allow them to 

re-take the Legislative 

Council Oath. The 

President of the Legislative 

Council decided to 

postpone administering the 

oath-taking for them. On 

the other hand, the 

Chairman of the NPCSC 

submitted to the NPCSC a 

motion on the interpretation 

of Article 104 of the Basic 

Law. The NPCSC adopted 

the Interpretation of Article 

104 of the Basic Law, 

pointing out that when 

public officers of the 

HKSAR taking their oaths, 

they have to uphold the 

Basic Law and bear 

allegiance to the HKSAR 

and have to keep their 

oaths. The High Court 

finally ruled that Leung and 

Yau were immediately and 

automatically disqualified 

by law from assuming the 

office of members of the 

Legislative Council for 

declining to take the 

Legislative Council Oath in 

form and in substance. 
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Will the interpretation of 

the Basic Law affect the 

judicial independence of 

Hong Kong? Debate in 

groups. Search for more 

information to support 

your own opinions. 

 

Tell the main sources of the 

power of interpretation of 

the Basic Law by the 

NPCSC. 

39 3 Challenge Fig. 3.4 Hao Tiechuan, 

director-general of the 

Department of Publicity, 

Cultural and Sports Affairs 

of the Liaison Office of the 

Central People’s 

Government in the 

HKSAR, published an 

article in Hong Kong 

newspapers in October 

2013 to explain Hong 

Kong’s political system. 

 

Fig. 3.4 Hao Tiechuan, the 

then director-general of the 

Department of Publicity, 

Cultural and Sports Affairs 

of the Liaison Office of the 

Central People’s 

Government in the 

HKSAR, published an 

article in Hong Kong 

newspapers in October 

2013 to explain Hong 

Kong’s political system. 

 

Fig. 3.5 Geoffrey Ma Tao 

Li, the Chief Justice of the 

Court of Final Appeal, 

stressed that the core 

function of courts is to 

judge according to the law 

in the ceremonial opening 

of the 2013 legal year. 

 

Fig. 3.5 Geoffrey Ma Tao 

Li, the then Chief Justice of 

the Court of Final Appeal, 

stressed that the core 

function of courts is to 

judge according to the law 

in the ceremonial opening 

of the 2013 legal year. 

 

39 3 Focus of 

Learning 

3.2 The importance of the 

rule of law 

3.2 The function and 

importance of the rule of 

law 

The aim of the rule of law 

is to let us live equally, 

acquire the rights we 

deserve in society and 

perform our 

responsibilities so that 

everyone can have a happy 

and stable life, make good 

use of our own strengths 

and promote social 

development sustainably. 

Therefore, maintaining the 

rule of law is very 

important to Hong Kong 

society. It can protect the 

basic rights and freedoms 

of people, bring about a 

stable living environment 

and a good business 

The aim of the rule of law 

is to let us live equally, 

acquire the rights we 

deserve in society and 

perform our responsibilities 

so that everyone can have a 

happy and stable life, make 

good use of our own 

strengths and promote 

social development 

sustainably. Besides, the 

legal system regulates the 

power of the authority, so 

that the government is 

monitored and unable to 

abuse its power. This 

allows the public to 

continue to participate in 

social and political affairs 
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environment. 

 

in a lawful manner, to 

protect social justice and 

the well-being of the 

public. 

 

In a mature society 

governed by the rule of 

law, the legal system is 

capable of performing a 

variety of functions, 

including: 

 To reduce the abuse of 

power by the 

government, 

corruption of the 

officials; 

 To protect basic 

human rights and 

personal freedom, so 

that the public do not 

have to live in fear; 

 To allow the public to 

participate in social 

and political affairs in 

peace, and to motivate 

them to fulfil their 

civic responsibilities; 

 To create a more open 

and pluralistic society 

as the public respect 

and equally treat one 

another; 

 To maintain social 

order and stability as 

the public is willing to 

accept norms and fulfil 

obligations, and they 

are willing to turn to 

the law rather than 

force to resolve 

disputes; 

 To demonstrate 

justice; 

 To create better 

conditions for the 

sustainable 

development of 

society. 

Therefore, maintaining the 

rule of law is very 

important to Hong Kong 

society. It can protect the 
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basic rights and freedoms 

of people, bring about a 

stable living environment 

and a good business 

environment. 

 

40 3 Challenge Content deleted Content deleted 

41 3 Focus of 

Learning 
C. Initiate civil 

disobedience 

Under special situations, 

some people fail to find 

solutions to change the 

unjustified legal and social 

status quo so they choose 

to initiate civil 

disobedience. This means 

they deliberately do 

something illegal with civil 

power. This is to illustrate 

the injustice of the law 

itself so as to arouse public 

awareness against an 

unjustified situation and 

force the people in power 

to concede. However, 

initiating civil 

disobedience involves 

encouraging someone to 

commit a crime. It 

contradicts the principles 

of the rule of law. 

Therefore, it is still a 

controversial issue. 

 

C. Initiate civil 

disobedience 

Under special situations, 

some people fail to find 

solutions to change the 

unjustified legal and social 

status quo so they choose to 

initiate civil disobedience. 

This means they 

deliberately do something 

illegal with civil power. 

This is to illustrate the 

injustice of the law itself so 

as to arouse public 

awareness against an 

unjustified situation and 

force the people in power to 

concede. However, 

initiating civil disobedience 

involves encouraging 

someone to commit a 

crime. It contradicts the 

principles of the rule of 

law. Therefore, it is still a 

controversial issue. 

 

44 3 Think More 1. Do you think that there 

has been an increase or 

decrease in freedom of 

Hong Kong residents in 

recent years? Search for 

related news reports from 

the Internet and discuss in 

groups.【Use of IT】

【Research】【Analyse】

【Evaluate】 

 

1. Search for related news 

reports about the policies 

on the rights or obligations 

of Hong Kong residents 

from the Internet and 

discuss in groups the 

impacts of the policies on 

society.【Use of IT】

【Research】【Analyse】

【Evaluate】 

 

46 -- Word Easy B Benny Tai Yiu Ting  
戴耀廷 

B Benny Tai Yiu Ting  
戴耀廷 

Ｈ Have laws to comply 

with 有法可依 
Have to comply with laws 
有法必依 

Ｈ Have laws to comply 

with 有法可依 
Have to comply with laws 
有法必依 
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Henry David Thoreau 
亨利・戴維・梭羅 

Henry David Thoreau 
亨利・戴維・梭羅 

47 -- Word Easy O obligations 義務 O Oaths and 

Declarations Ordinance

《宣誓及聲明條例》 

obligations 義務 
Office of the Ombudsman 

申訴專員公署 

P Perform justice by 

laws 以法達義 

P Perform justice by laws 
以法達義 

R Resistance to Civil 

Government 

《論公民的不服從》 

Restrict power by laws 

以法限權 

R Resistance to Civil 

Government 

《論公民的不服從》 

Restrict power by laws 

以法限權 
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Page 10 (Focus of Learning) 
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New: 
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Page 10 (Focus of Learning B Fig.1.1) 

Old: 

 
New: 
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Page 19 (Focus of Learning A) 

Old: 
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New (P.19-20):  
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Page 20 (Focus of Learning B) 
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New:  
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Page 29-30 (Learning Activity 4) 
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Page 37 (Focus Learning A) 
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Page 37 (Focus of Learning C, D) 
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Page 42 (More Information) 
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